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An Investigation into the Role of Brick Appearance Relative to Glaze in the Aesthetic n
Preference of Historic Iranian Architectural Facades

With the advent of glazing, another earth-based material entered the realm of architecture: one that, like brick, possessed an
earthy essence yet appeared colorful and eye-catching in its surface and form. Due to its smooth surface, diverse colors,
and relative moisture resistance, tile gained heightened significance and a performative, display-oriented function in
religious and civic structures. These factors contributed to the deeper potentials of brick being overlooked. The primary
objective and necessity of this research is to recognize the contribution of brick in shaping the identity of Iranian-Islamic
architecture. This perspective seeks neither to diminish the status of tile nor to overstate that of brick; rather, it endeavors to
restore the original and enduring relationship between these two earth-based materials—a relationship in which both hold
prominence, yet brick, with its intrinsic earthy nature, establishes the most deeply rooted connection with the earth, the
human essence, and the structure and spirit of architecture. This dissertation is structured upon a pragmatist paradigm using
a sequential multi-phase mixed-methods methodology. In the first phase, relying on evolutionary aesthetics and a
qualitative-conceptual approach, the mechanisms of human perceptual preference for earthen-faced materials compared to
glazed surfaces were elucidated. In the second phase, utilizing a historical-interpretive approach, the evolution of visual
facade structures was re-examined through the interaction between earlier biological predispositions toward brick and later
decorative tendencies toward tile across different eras. In the third phase, to empirically test the theoretical foundations of

Aesthetics of Earth-Faced Materials 6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students

Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism

Educational Background:
University of Zanjan

Islamic Art University

B.A in Architectural Engineering, Azad

M.A in Architectural Engineering, Tabriz

. /
the research, a combination of experimental aesthetics and computational image processing was applied to a selection of | Supervisor: N
historical buildings on the Iranian plateau to evaluate the role of the research variables. This study demonstrates that the Dr. Massud Wahdattalab
earthy countenance of brick, supported by human biological memory, possesses an inherent capacity to evoke aesthetic Dr. Leila Medghalchi
preference in contemporary audiences, and that a return to this material is a fundamental necessity in revitalizing the
perceptual identity of contemporary architecture. Adyisor - )
e ™
Research Experience:
Earth-Faced materials, Brick, Glazed tile, Iranian architecture, Aesthetic preferences _ ;:’;‘i“fﬁ:“:‘;::::lp
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(PVSDs) for Enhancing Energy Efficiency in Existing in
Elementary School Buildings in a Semi-Arid (BSK) Climate | Islamic Archilecture and Islamic Urbanism

Climate-Optimized Photovoltaic Integrated Shading Devices 6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students é’

Dependence on fossil fuels has been one of the greatest mistakes humanity has made during its time on Earth; the
consequence 1s the loss of the very foundation of human life—our home planet. Pollution, the urban heat island effect,
climate change, and global warming are just a few of the challenges that humanity and other forms of life on Earth will ~ ~
N have to confront in the future. Buildings are a primary driver of climate change; in Iran, too, buildings account for a
significant portion of the country's total energy consumption.

According to various sources, the building sector accounts for approximately 40 to 42 percent of Iran's total energy
consumption. This figure encompasses both residential and commercial buildings, with natural gas serving as the Entry Year: 2020
primary energy source for the sector.

School buildings—a subset of public buildings—contribute significantly to high energy consumption due to their
operating hours and designs that lack energy efficiency. However, there is limited comparative data regarding these

i
A

Name: Soghra Niroumand Shishvan

Educational Background:
BA in Architectural Engineering, Sahand

buildings versus other public facilities, such as healthcare or commercial centers. Unjersity
M.A in Architectural Engineering, Art University
a I

Supervisor: Dr. Aida Maleki

Advisor: Dr. Mohammadali Kaynejad

o /

p ~
Research Experience:
4 research articles
. . . . . . . 5 Conference Arlicle
PVSDs: photovoltaic Integrated shading devices, energy efficiency, primary schools, BSK climate | BOOK
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6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students

Developing a Context-Specific Competency Model for
Undergraduate Architecture Graduates

in

Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism

Abstract

1§

|

H Given the misalignment between architecture curricula and the evolving demands of the labor market, this study aimed to
o develop a context-specific competency model for undergraduate architecture graduates in Iran. The research methodology
' i1s based on a sequential mixed-methods approach, utilizing the Delphi method with the participation of experts in
i specialized fields, including urban design, interior design, landscape architecture, sustainable architecture, project

management, and digital fabrication. The findings resulted in the extraction of a model comprising 72 competency | | ~~~-""""-""-"==-"=-===-==-
components, organized into nine thematic axes: “Design,” “Project and Professional Management,” ‘“Technical Entry Year: 2020

Knowledge,” “Legal Compliance and Urban Regulations,” “Ethical and Professional Foundations,” “Environmental
Requirements and Sustainability,” “Communication Skills,” “Digital Technologies,” and “Research and Education.” The
results indicate that enhancing employability necessitates a paradigm shift from a singular focus on academic design skills Educational Background:

B.A in Architectural Engineering, : Azad

toward an integrated approach that synthesizes technical proficiency with managerial, legal, and professional ethical
competencies. This model can serve as a robust framework for curricular revision and for strengthening the alignment Lt U O T 0 o Iy

of Tehran

university of Mashhad

between academic outputs and the practical requirements of the construction industry. J
N
Supervisor:
Dr. Beyli
Dr. Akhoundi
Advisor: Dr. Stiri
/
s N
Research Experience:
. . . oy I research articles
Competency model, Architectural competency, Architectural education, Employability 1 Conference Article
3 books
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TheSiS Tiﬂe An Analysis of the Liveability of Elderly Housing in 6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students @ é'

Accordance with the Iranlan-Islamlc Llfestyle A Case Study in
Absiract

Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism
Older adults with specific needs are present in society, and with increasing life expectancy, this population is growing;
however, their quality of life in residential complexes is not desirable. The Iranian-Islamic lifestyle, attending
simultaneously to physical, psychological, social, and spiritual dimensions, can address the livability of older adults' p —~
housing. This developmental study employed a mixed-methods approach with a retrospective strategy, grounded in Name: Zahra Flmi
critical realism based on Islamic philosophy. Four residential complexes in Tabriz-Niayesh, Atiq, Parsa, and Goldis-were
selected through purposive sampling. The population consisted of 109 older adults over 65, surveyed via census using a
researcher-made Likert-scale questionnaire (validity: 64% variance, 0.79; reliability: 0.87). Findings indicated that I e
livability can be explained through four relational dimensions (with God, self, others, and nature), comprising 8 indicators | | ~~~" " """ """ 77777===="
and 20 sub-indicators. The key finding was the contradiction between "welfare amenities" and "overall satisfaction": Fiueational Backgronnd:
traditional complexes, despite limited amenities, received higher satisfaction, while modern complexes, despite advanced BA in Architectural Engineering. Tabriz
amenities, obtained lower satisfaction. The path to desirable housing in Iran is neither "pure modernization" nor A \rhitctural ngineering. Tabri
"returning to the past," but a "wise integration" of modern architecture's security and vitality with traditional architecture's \_Islamic Art University
sense of place and spirituality.

2021

_/
. I
Supervisor:

Dr. Parisa Hashempour

Dr. Farhad Ahmadnejad

Advisor: -

4 Research Experience:
1ISI
. o . . . . . . . { research articles
Liveability, Aging, Iranian-Islamic Lifestyle, Residential Complex, Tabriz. 3 Conlerence Papers
\__2 Research Projects J
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The Impact of Architectural Quality of Hospital Entrance 6" Scientilic-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D). Students
paces on Attention and Visual Perception with an Eye-Tracking in
Technology Approach Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism
Abstract

Spatial complexity and multiple visual stimuli in hospital environments can hinder users’ comprehension of spatial
organization and wayfinding. As the initial circulation node and a decision point for accessing different departments, the
hospital entrance lobby plays an important role in directing visual attention. However, the influence of spatial quality
attributes on users’ attention patterns requires further investigation using neuroarchitectural tools, particularly in the
Iranian research context. This study aims to assess the effects of lighting intensity, flooring materials, and directional
signage on users’ visual attention and concentration in hospital entrance lobbies. The research framework examines the
relationship between initial attention and goal-directed focus in visual perception and wayfinding through image-based Entry Year: 2021

tests and eye-tracking technology. Test stimuli comprise 60 images representing existing conditions and digitally | | oo ___________
modified versions of entrance lobbies in six hospitals, incorporating changes to the selected spatial attributes. Participants

Educational Background:

will be randomly selected from healthcare environment users, and their gaze patterns will be recorded during image BA in Architectural Engineering, Islamic

viewing. Data analysis will examine fixation metrics, gaze sequences and scanpaths, and the distribution of attention ;‘Izzd_l"i‘\'“";i_'[% f"“':‘ TE“h'j“" “{'**"“h“ ‘
. . . . . .. MA In Architectural kngineering, Islamie

across designated areas of interest, supported by heatmap analysis. Comparisons of visual responses to original and s Diversty, West Tehran Branch

modified images will provide a basis for evaluating how the selected attributes attract and direct attention. The study is
expected to identify spatial attributes influencing visual attention and inform design strategies for improving spatial
legibility and facilitating wayfinding in hospital entrance areas.

~

/Supervisor:
Dr. Farhad Ahmadnejad
Dr. Masoud Wahdat Talab

Adyvisor: -

o

a
Research Experience:
: . . : : : . 1181
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Thesis Title
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Optimal Model Development of Rural Housing based on Multi-Objective
Optimization Framework of Energy Consumption, Thermal Comfort, and Life-Cycle
Cost Analysis for Post-Disaster Conditions in Cold Climates (Case Study: Reconstructed

6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students
in
slamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism !

Human life on Earth has always been intertwined with natural disasters. Due to its extensive impacts, high frequency of
occurrence, intensity, and the considerable scale of damage it causes, earthquakes are among the most destructive and
prevalent natural hazards. A substantial proportion of earthquake-related losses is consistently associated with buildings,
particularly residential structures. This issue is more pronounced in rural settlements due to deficiencies in economic, | | h

technological, and other infrastructure, resulting in greater vulnerability and damage compared with urban areas. Moreover, Name: Hamid Kashefiyeh
earthquakes are considered one of the major obstacles to achieving sustainable development goals. In recent years, factors | | ---------------mm-ommmm-
such as the global energy crisis, industrial expansion, and population growth have led to a significant increase in energy Entry Year: 2022

consumption. The construction sector is one of the largest energy consumers worldwide, accounting for approximately 37%
of global energy demand and carbon emissions. Under such circumstances, an energy-efficiency optimization approach can
be adopted as an inevitable strategy in large-scale post-earthquake reconstruction efforts following earthquakes that cause Educational Background:

. . . . . el 11" B.A in Architectural Engineering, at TIAU
substantial destruction in rural areas. Such an approach can not only contribute to achieving the goal of “building back M.A in Architectural Engineering, at TIAU
better,” which is commonly shared by major post-disaster reconstruction projects, but also support progress toward | |
sustainable development objectives. -

)
~
Supervisor: Dr. Farzin Haghparast

Adyvisor: Dr. Javad Ahmadi

. /
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Research Experience:
Building Performance Optimization, Energy Consumption, Thermal Comfort, Life-Cycle Cost ;:f:search Papers
Analysis, Post-Disaster Condition. 3 Conference Arlicle
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xplaining the Architectural Application of Nature in Housing 6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students

Islamic Architecture and Islamie Urbanism @

for Promoting Tranquility: A Study from the Perspective of "
Residents of Residential Complexes in Tabriz

AN L TN e A TN e T R TS S T ST N

Mental and psychological well-being has always been one of humanity’s fundamental concerns, as physical health is directly influenced by
psychological well-being. Contemporary research indicates that the roots of many illnesses and psychological disorders, such as depression,
stress, anxiety, and schizophrenia, are associated with a lack of tranquility in people’s lives. Tranquility results from the reciprocal interaction
between individuals, their social relationships, and the physical environment surrounding them. The environment has a direct influence on
human behavior and performance; therefore, in the design of built environments, in addition to functionality and aesthetics, attention to human
psychological and spiritual needs is essential.

The home, as the most immediate environment associated with human life, plays a central role in providing tranquility and psychological
restoration after daily activities. After spending time in the busy and stressful social environment, people need a secure setting for rest and
recovery, and the home provides an appropriate context for fulfilling this need. Architecture, on the other hand, reflects the needs, beliefs,
values, and culture of society, while culture shapes behavioral patterns and consequently influences how people use and experience spaces.
Nature, as an inseparable component of the environment, can influence human psychology and behavior through its presence in residential
settings.

This research adopts an ethnographic approach from the perspective of cultural anthropology to investigate the relationship between nature and
contemporary housing and its influence on the sense of tranquility. The main objective is to develop a deeper understanding of residents’ lived
experiences and perceptions of the presence of nature in housing and to identify the natural factors and qualities that contribute to tranquility.
Due to its holistic, phenomenological, and interpretive nature, ethnography provides an opportunity to access individuals’ subjective meanings
and develop a rich description of the culture of dwelling. The case study consists of residents of high-rise residential complexes in Tabriz, Iran.
Data were collected and analyzed through field observations (photography and field notes), in-depth interviews, and participatory methods. The
investigated spaces include open residential areas, shared/common spaces, and the interiors of residential units.

The findings are expected to identify the natural factors that contribute to tranquility in residential environments and to clarify how these
factors are present and experienced across different spaces within high-rise residential complexes. Based on the findings, practical
recommendations will be developed for architects and designers to improve the quality of nature’s presence in housing design, thereby
enhancing residents’ sense of tranquility and psychological well-being and ultimately improving the quality of residential life.

Nature, Tranquility, Mental Health, Residential Complex, Ethnography, Lived Experience, Nature-
Oriented Architecture

eh

4 N
Name: Samira Karimi Ghalehlar

Educational Background:

B.A in Architectural Engineering, Tabriz Azad
University

M.A in Architectural Engineering, Art University

_

Supervisor: Dr.Parisa Hashempour

Advisor: Dr.Leila Medghalchi
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1 Research Papers

2 Conference Article
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Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism

6'" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students
Aesthetics of Integrity in Mausoleum Architecture of Iran in @

Abstract

i

Architecture emerges from the organization of physical elements, and the quality of this organization shapes users’
perception, mental image, and visual experience. Integration, a key component of visual literacy, refers to the coherent
unification of elements, as opposed to fragmented arrangement. This dissertation examines whether integration affects ~ ™
. . . . . . . . . Name: Flham Rajabian

architectural aesthetics, what its types are, which type is more prominent in Iranian mausoleum architecture, and what

psychological and biological roots underlie this preference. Iranian mausoleums were selected for their formal diversity
and maturity. In the first study, twelve mausoleums (5th—13th centuries AH) were modeled as 3D stimuli with single- to Entry Year: 2021
multi-dome arrangements, based on empirical aesthetics, psychophysics, and Fechner’s method. Aesthetic rankings by
160 controlled participants showed a significant preference for single-dome arrangements; differences related to

architectural education and male gender were not statistically significant. In the second study, an anthropomorphic Ed\u.:a\l.lg.ﬁillﬁifﬁﬂ:i —
modular system based on human body proportions was developed and compared with 60 mausoleums (4th—14th centuries of Tabriz S
AH). More than 60% showed significant correspondence, suggesting a hidden modular grammar rooted in human oy I fnteror Arehiteture. fufversiy of
proportions. Overall, integration manifests at two levels, unified formal composition and anthropomorphic > <

proportionality, enhancing projection and identification with Iranian mausoleums.
Supervisor: Dr. Massud Wahdattalab

Adyvisor: -

o _/
a I

Research Experience:
I itv: E irical Aesthetics: I . Hi ical Archi ‘M 1 ‘H P . 2 Research Papers
ntegrity;, Empirical Aesthetics; Iranian Historical Architecture; Mausoleums; Human Proportions 9 (onference Article
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Thesis Title

Throughout history, a significant portion of Iran’s tangible and intangible cultural heritage has been shaped and preserved
by nomadic communities. Among these is the “nomadic architectural heritage,” in which nomadic pastoralists engaged
with nature through vernacular building techniques adapted to their subsistence and mobile lifestyle, reflecting their
cultural identity. Today, nomadic architecture faces severe threats due to the declining nomadic population driven by
socio-cultural, economic, and political shifts. Consequently, scientific conservation has become more critical than ever to
prevent the deterioration and loss of this invaluable heritage. Formulating a conservation charter rooted in successful
global experiences and intrinsic nomadic architectural values can help sustain nomadic life—the living spirit of this

Articulating the Theoretical Foundations of a Conservation
Charter for Nomadic Architecture Based on UNESCO World

] A0 APProaci

in

6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students

Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism

- R

e . R .
Name: Amin reza Soleimani
Amirshekari

architecture—and ensure its proper transmission to future generations. This study aims to establish the theoretical
foundations for a conservation charter for nomadic architecture, informed by UNESCO World Heritage approaches.
Adopting a qualitative methodology, this research employs documentary content analysis, comparative study, and semi-
structured interviews with cultural heritage experts and members of the nomadic community. It first identifies the tangible
and intangible values of nomadic architecture, followed by an examination of core concepts concerning nomadic built
heritage, nomadic cultural heritage, and the representation of pastoral nomads in international instruments, particularly
UNESCO documents. Ultimately, the study synthesizes these findings to formulate the theoretical framework for a
nomadic architecture conservation charter aligned with UNESCO criteria.

Educational Background:

B.A in  Conservation and Restoration of
Historic BuildingsShahid Bahonar University
of Kerman

M.A in Conservation and Restoration of
Historic Buildings and Urban FabriesShahid
\_ Beheshti University (SBU)

AN

Supervisor:
Dr. Akhoundi
Dr. Vahdat-Talab

Advisor:

Dr. Mohammad Hassan Talebian
- /

(" Research Experience: h
2 Research Papers
Conservation, Conservation Charter, Nomads, Nomadic Architecture, UNESCO World Heritage. ?E"“‘“r"'}"“; Article
esearch Project
\__10 Years of Executive J
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Formulating a Conceptual Model of Synesthetic Architecture:

6'" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students

m Improving Multisensory Experience of Form, Grounded in in @
Neurophenomenology Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism ;
Absiract
Architectural experience is not merely the result of receiving information through a single sensory modality; rather, it emerges through the
interaction between information from different senses and perceptual and cognitive processes. Accordingly, understanding the mechanisms
underlying the formation of multisensory experience can contribute to a deeper understanding of how architectural environments are
perceived and experienced. However, multisensory experience is not limited to the simultaneous presence or integration of information
from multiple senses; rather, relationships between sensory modalities can also play a role in shaping experience. In this context,
synesthetic experience, through its focus on the relationships between sensory modalities and the possibility of an experience or association
in one sensory modality arising from perceptual features of another, provides a specific context for examining such relationships. This issue s ™
is particularly significant in architecture, as form, as one of the fundamental organizers of architectural perception, organizes meaningful Name: Elmira Karimipour
perceptual information through features such as shape, geometry, direction, rhythm, continuity, and degree of openness, and these features
may exhibit crossmodal relationships with sensory characteristics in other modalities. Despite the growing body of research om | | ---------------------------
multisensory perception and crossmodal relationships, the way in which synesthetic experience emerges in response to architectural form, Entry Year: 2022
as well as the role of cognitive processes in this process, still requires theoretical explanation and empirical investigation. )
Therefore, this study aims to formulate a conceptual model for improving multisensory experience in synesthetic spaces by examining the | | ~—~"""""-=""----==----------
interaction between sensory modalities through form (as an independent variable) in a virtual reality environment, with a focus on Edueational Background:
weak/cognitive synesthesia. Accordingly, it seeks to answer the following question: How does the interaction between sensory modalities B e e,
through formal organization and spatial characteristics in synesthetic space contribute to the formation of users’ multisensory experience? University of Mashhad
This research adopts a neurophenomenological approach. In the theoretical phase, studies related to multisensory perception, crossmodal ”‘“ in Istamie Architecture, Tabriz Istamie At
relationships, cognitive mediation, predictive processing, and synesthetic experience are reviewed, and the components associated with the \Lniversiy J
formation of form-based synesthetic experience are identified and organized into a conceptual model. In the empirical phase, architectural e Supervisor: N
stimuli based on selected formal features are presented in a virtual reality environment, and participants’ experiences are investigated Dr. Hamed Bevii
using first-person reports and neural indices. Finally, the integration of phenomenological and neural findings will be used to evaluate the Dr. Farhad Ahwmadnejad
conceptual model and explain the relationship between formal features, predictive processes, and synesthetic experience.
\Adusm. D
4 N
Research Experience:
. . . . . 2 Research Papers
Synesthesia, synesthetic architecture, synesthetic space, Form, Neuroarchitecture, Neurophenomenology 2 Conference Artiele
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The Persian Garden, as one of Iran’s prominent cultural and architectural heritages, embodies complex layers that have developed
over centuries. However, today, the possibility of directly understanding the lived experience of Persian garden architecture is very
limited, as many of these gardens have undergone physical transformations, and there is little surviving evidence of how people
were present and behaved within them. Under these circumstances, the miniature paintings of the Tabriz School, as historical visual
documents, can serve as substitutes for or complement to written documents and other sources. In addition to representing the
physical structure of the garden, these paintings often contain depictions of human behavior, presence, and activities within the
garden space. Among the modern theories that can be considered in the analysis of architectural elements is the theory of
synomorphy. This theory, which examines the relationships between the structure of a place and behavior, can contribute to a
deeper and more complex analysis of architectural elements in the paintings.The aim of this study is to examine architectural
elements from the perspective of synomorphy and to answer the following research questions: Based on the theory of synomorphy,
which architectural elements are more prominent in the garden paintings of the Tabriz School? What behavioral patterns are
represented in the garden paintings of the Tabriz School in relation to the garden space? What synomorphic patterns exist between
the architectural elements of the garden and human behaviors in the paintings? These questions are addressed using a historical-
analytical method. Data were collected through documentary and library research, and the statistical population of the study
comprises 56 paintings from the Shah Tahmasp Shahnameh and Khamsa. Through an analysis of the Safavid garden paintings, the
extracted synomorphs were examined in eight categories: physical-structural, functional-operational, conceptual-semantic,
political-governmental, cultural, social, economic, and religious synomorphs. The findings showed that the Persian garden was not
merely a static physical structure, but rather a set of dynamic behavioral settings in which all dimensions of social life during the
Safavid period were manifested in precise co-structuring with the architectural environment in a stable and meaningful manner. In
these paintings, some synomorphs are much more prominent than others due to their visual representability and their depiction of
power, while others have received less attention from painters because of their hidden or abstract nature.

. . . 6™ Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students
Reading the Architectural Elements of the Garden in the clentiliespectatine inmm ’ udents
Tabriz School Paintings Based on Synomorphy Theory Islamie Architecture and Islamie Urbanism
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Principles of Mid-Floor Apartment Terrace Design to Preserve 6% Scientific-Specialized Weeting of Ph.D. Students
the Pattern of Traditional Iranian House Porches Based on - - . ) .
Residents' Emotional Needs (Case Study: Kashan City) Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism

Throughout different periods of Iranian architecture and urbanism, there has consistently been an obligation to follow a
defined process for establishing a balanced, rational, sustainable, and, at the same time, progressive relationship with the
periods preceding and following each era. However, this continuity has not been maintained in contemporary architecture
and urbanism, which have become increasingly confronted with disorder, disorganization, and confusion. Consequently,

contemporary houses have proved incapable of adequately responding to many of the physical, cultural, social, and Name: Asal sattar
lifestyle needs of their inhabitants. Therefore, the ultimate aim of this research is to identify traditional patterns of the | |
iwan in order to preserve identity and create spaces capable of responding to the emotional needs of residents. Entry Year: 2023
The present study adopts a qualitative strategy based on Grounded Theory. In order to identify appropriate design patterns | | ___________________________
and principles, the research collects data from their natural context for subsequent analysis, ultimately seeking to develop Educational Background:
a theory or a set of design principles related to the subject under investigation that can be tested in similar environments. E?‘J;}‘;‘;’:ﬂ“i‘:ﬂ: ;']']"]"I‘g'c':"l‘w'::;f'n'l:s“l‘:;*“‘
Accordingly, the adopted strategy is data-driven and can be implemented through three stages: description (open coding), Degree in Architectural Engineering University
comparison and analysis (axial coding), and pattern/theoretical explanation (selective coding). 9 of Nohaghegh Ardabil )
The main research question addressed by this study is: What design principles can be derived from the patterns of iwans S~ ~
in traditional Iranian houses, in combination with contemporary needs, for designing contemporary semi-open spaces Supervisor: Dr. Azila Bilali
such as terraces? Oskouei
Advisor-
o _/
~ ™
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Explaining a Sustainable Tourism Development Model

Based on Tourism Architecture in the Cultural Landscape in
of Silvana Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism

6'" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students

e Tl

- R

The tourism industry is one of the fastest-growing sectors globally and a major source of foreign income for many developing countries. Iran,
with its ancient civilization, climatic diversity, and historical and ecotourism attractions, holds a special position. However, factors such as the
unrest of the revolution era, misperceptions of Iran's internal situation, and the imposed war have caused a deep recession in Iran's tourism,
and recent growth has been very slow compared to existing capacities. The twenty-year vision document aims to increase Iran's share of
global tourists to 1.5% (about 20 million) and its share of global tourism revenue to 2% by 2025, but the current trend shows a significant gap
with these goals. The fundamental problem is a deep "implementation gap" between theory and practice in Iran's tourism development.
Upstream documents set ambitious goals, and researchers emphasize "sustainable development" and "cultural landscape preservation," yet no
operational, context-based model exists to achieve these goals in a specific region with unique characteristics. This fuels the "problem of anti-
sustainable development," where development measures ignoring the link between nature and culture destroy the very assets meant to attract
tourists. The Silvana region in West Azerbaijan Province—with pristine nature, pure oxygen (one of only 19 such regions worldwide), and
authentic Kurdish culture—is an objective example of a complete "cultural landscape" and an opportunity being wasted. Accordingly, the
main research question is: how can the model of sustainable tourism development based on tourism architecture in the cultural landscape of
Silvana be explained? The main objective is to develop a development-oriented model that, by identifying Silvana's deep cultural and natural
characteristics and analyzing tourism driving factors, and by intelligently using "tourism architecture" in both its necessary and attractive
roles, achieves sustainable tourism planning within its cultural landscape framework. The research has two parts: "theoretical" and "field." In
the theoretical part, using a library method, the literature on cultural landscape, sustainable tourism, and tourism architecture was reviewed
and its dimensions and indicators extracted; then the initial model was formulated by explaining the interaction of cultural landscape as the
fundamental structure, sustainable tourism as the goal framework, and tourism architecture as the facilitating factor. In the field part, the
model is evaluated specifically in Silvana using a case study method from the perspectives of the researcher, tourists, and local residents, so
that both the region's condition is assessed based on the theoretical framework and hidden regional angles help complete and improve the
model. Finally, by analyzing strengths and weaknesses from the three perspectives, the final model is presented.

a Y
Name: Farzaneh Salahimehr

Educational Background:
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Thesis Title

Industrial activities serve as the primary engine of global economic growth; however, they are inextricably linked to significant environmental
degradation, including air, water, and soil pollution. Among these, noise pollution stands out as a critical occupational health hazard.
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), noise-induced impairment accounts for approximately 15% of occupational diseases in
developed economies. The pathological impacts of noise exposure extend beyond auditory damage—such as temporary or permanent
threshold shifts and acoustic trauma—to encompass significant non-auditory effects, including cardiovascular disorders, sleep disturbances,
and cognitive impairments. Given the human auditory range of 20 Hz to 20 kHz, as well as the physiological influences of infrasonic and
ultrasonic frequencies, a comprehensive acoustic assessment of industrial environments is imperative.

The evolution of industrial construction has seen a paradigm shift from simple load-bearing structures to large-scale industrial halls utilizing
truss systems, space frames, and expansive spatial volumes. These architectural advancements have resulted in vast spatial proportions that
fundamentally alter the acoustic behavior of the environment. While existing noise control research has predominantly focused on mechanical
interventions—such as machine design modifications, acoustic enclosures, and product-specific shielding—the influence of architectural
elements on sound field distribution remains under-researched.

This study addresses this gap by focusing on the bottling industry, specifically examining bottling plants where noise levels consistently
exceed permissible safety limits. Preliminary measurements indicate a significant lack of compliance in the LAeq levels within the C-
weighting network. The primary objective of this research is to evaluate the impact of architectural parameters on the acoustic performance of
these large-scale industrial spaces. The investigation focuses on key variables, including ceiling geometry, spatial proportions (length, width,
and height), and surface material properties. By analyzing these architectural components, the study seeks to move beyond traditional
mechanical noise control, proposing design-based strategies to optimize the acoustic environment and mitigate occupational health risks in
industrial settings.

Explaining the design model for mid-scale industrial environments

to improve acoustic conditions with an emphasis on reducing noise in

6'" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students

Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism
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Development of ML-based Model for Providing Cost-Effective 6" Scientifie-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students
Thermal Retrofitting Scenarios in exciting Residential Building in
Envelopes Islamic Architecture and Islamie Urbanism

Energy consumption in buildings, particularly in the residential sector, is a major concern in energy planning and
policymaking, highlighting the need to improve energy efficiency. Strategies include designing energy-efficient new
buildings and retrofitting existing ones. Given the prevalence of older residential buildings with poor thermal
performance, this research focuses on improving the thermal performance of existing building envelopes through energy
retrofitting. Effective retrofits can reduce energy consumption and costs while improving occupants’ quality of life.

However, energy-retrofit decision-making is complex due to building characteristics, budget and implementation
constraints, and diverse stakeholder needs. Advanced technologies, particularly artificial intelligence, can facilitate data
analysis, multi-criteria assessment, and the rapid development of retrofit solutions, thereby supporting more effective
decision-making.

Accordingly, this research aims to develop an integrated, data-driven framework to bridge the gap between technical
analysis and practical energy-retrofit implementation. Focusing on one- to six-story residential buildings in Tabriz’s cold
and dry climate, the study seeks to provide practical, cost-effective, and implementable solutions that contribute to energy
efficiency and sustainability.

Educational Background:

B.A in Architectural Engineering, Payam-e Noor
University of Tabriz

M.A in Architectural Technology, Islamic Art
University of Tabriz

o _/
a I
Supervisor: Dr. Yaser Shahbazi
Advisor: -

o
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4 Research Experience:
5 research articles
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2 (onference Article

Energy retrofitting, thermal insulation, Cost-Effectiveness, Residential Building envelope, Energy
Efficiency, Machine learning, multi-objective optimization
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Urban Branding in Iranian-Islamic Cities with an

in

1§

Abstract

Rapid urbanization and the expansion of cities have brought together populations with diverse cultural backgrounds and
have intensified the need to strengthen and communicate the distinctive identity of each city. Urban branding, understood
in this study as a strategy for introducing, consolidating, and developing urban identity, can provide a framework for
addressing this challenge. However, the literature reviewed in the study indicates both informational and practical gaps
in urban branding, particularly when the concept is considered in relation to the cultural, religious, and historical identity
of Iranian-Islamic cities. The present research therefore seeks to develop a conceptual framework for urban branding in
Iranian-Islamic cities based on an Iranian-Islamic identity approach.

This study adopts a qualitative approach and uses content analysis of relevant texts. The research examines Quranic texts
and narrations alongside available jurisprudential, philosophical, cultural, urban-planning, and scientific sources related
to identity, the Iranian-Islamic city, and urban branding. The theoretical materials were reviewed and the characteristics
and identity-forming elements associated with the subject were examined and grouped according to their conceptual
similarities. Through theoretical discussion and synthesis, the study organizes the identified elements into three major

6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students

Iranian-Islamic Identity ApproaCh Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism

Educational Background:
B.A in Urbanism Engineering, Bojnord University
M.A in Urban Design, Shahid Beheshti University

. . : : : . \ J
components: performance, community, and event. These components provide the basis for integrating physical and N
functional characteristics with social, cultural, economic, historical, religious, and perceptual dimensions of urban Supervisor:
ident ity Dr. Azita Balali Oskuei
' Dr. Asghar Molaei
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An Analysis of the Nature and formation Process of Urban 6% Scientilic-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students
Hangouts in the Contemporary Islamic-Iranian City : A Case in @
Study of Tabriz. Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism
Absiract

The city reflects human values and culture, and Islamic-Iranian culture plays a significant role in shaping the fabric of the Islamic-Iranian
city. The urban hangout, as a space for the presence and interaction of citizens, can serve as a reflection of this culture; therefore, examining
the hangout and the role of culture in the formation of the Islamic-Iranian city is essential. Thus, the main objective of this research is to
understand the foundations and nature of hangout formation in accordance with Islamic-Iranian culture and its application in the
contemporary Islamic-Iranian city. The research question is: What is the nature of the hangout in the contemporary Islamic-Iranian city?

The research methodology is qualitative-quantitative (mixed methods). In this study, critical realism has been employed as the philosophical Vs ~
approach. The overall research strategy is based on cultural discourse analysis as the primary method to achieve the general objectives. Data Name: Maryam Ramezani
collection was conducted through library studies and field research. In the field method, open-ended interviews and questionnaires were used
as tools. The statistical population for the qualitative part of the research consisted of 7 to 14 experts in the field of Islamic-Iranian urbanism,

selected through purposive sampling. The statistical population for the quantitative part consisted of all individuals present in the selected Entry Year: 2020
urban hangouts (El Goli pedestrian path, Zaferaniyeh Park, and Maghsudiyeh pedestrian path in Tabriz), who were selected through random | | ___________________________
sampling.
The analysis of open-ended interviews was conducted using open and axial coding. Questionnaire data analysis was performed using Educational Background:
Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) in PLS software, along with Variance Inflation Factor (VIF), R-squared, and F-squared tests. The BA in Urbanism Engineering, Pardisan
results indicated that the formation of urban hangouts in the contemporary Islamic-Iranian city of Tabriz can be explained through three University N

Rk X . . i i M.A in Urban Design, Tehran Art University
dimensions: spatial practice, space of representation, and representation of space. \ Y,
In spatial practice, factors such as elements influencing behavior, local materials, climatic comfort, security, flexibility, street furniture, : ~
pedestrian access, and the facilitation of social interactions provide the context for user presence and activity. In the space of representation, Supervisor:
the hangout serves as a field of interaction and negotiation between power, economic factors, and the demands of users, who play a role in Dr. Azita Balali Oskuei
redefining the space through occupation and daily use. Finally, regarding the representation of space, the manifestation of the Islamic-Iranian Dr. Asghar Molaei
city and the connection between the physical fabric, symbols, and collective rituals play a decisive role in shaping the identity of the
hangout. L Advisor: - )

e N
Research Experience:
Hangout ,Islamic-Iranian City ,Islamic-Iranian Culture,Behavioral Setting,Contempotaty E S oearel Fapens
angout ,Islamic-Iranian City ,Islamic-Iranian Culture,Behavioral Setting,Contempotaty Era 3 Conference Article
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Explaining the role of sense scape features in urban
spaces quality, case study: Tabriz urban spaces

in

1§

Abstract

Urban spaces influence citizens' lived experiences through various sensory stimuli. This study evaluates sensory qualities
and establishes a hierarchy of urban spaces in Tabriz to identify patterns among key multisensory landscape variables.
Adopting a multisensory approach, the research assesses sensory richness across visual, auditory, tactile, olfactory, and
gustatory modalities, while considering the mediating roles of spatial identity, function, and temporality. Using a
descriptive-analytical methodology, Grounded Theory was employed to derive theoretical frameworks, utilizing sensory
recall and sense walking for data collection. Findings indicate that the Ilgoli Complex, Tarbiat Pedestrian Way, and
Shariati Street are the most significant spaces for Tabriz residents, with the visual dimension being the most dominant in
quality assessment. Through the Fuzzy Delphi Method (FDM), 60 attribute pairs were extracted as indicators. Subsequent
Principal Component Analysis (PCA) integrated these into 12 primary independent components. High expert consensus
was observed for 'security' and 'diversity' (visual); 'pleasantness' and 'tranquility' (auditory); 'pleasantness' and 'softness-
hardness' (tactile); and 'pleasantness vs. nuisance' (olfactory-gustatory). The study concludes that sensory perception is a
holistic, integrated process; isolated sensory studies cannot fully capture the complexity of environmental perception. The
research emphasizes the necessity of multisensory-based urban design to enhance environmental quality across diverse
typologies. Furthermore, integrating this approach within an Iranian-Islamic cultural context provides a specialized model
aligned with the region's specific spatial, cultural, and temporal imperatives.

6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students

Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism

Educational Background:
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A Genealogy of Urban Planning Discourse in Iran:

in

Urban planning in Iran has faced persistent challenges, including spatial inequality, conflicts of interest, rent-seeking, and
inefficiencies in planning and urban management. These challenges cannot be explained solely by physical, managerial, or
administrative shortcomings, but should also be understood in relation to the intellectual, cultural, institutional, and discursive
contexts underlying the urban planning system. Urban planning is not merely a technical and physical practice; it is also a social
and cultural field in which power, knowledge, values, and norms shape the production and organization of space. From this
perspective, understanding contemporary urban planning challenges requires examining the discourses that have shaped and
legitimized particular conceptions of the city, development, spatial order, and urban intervention throughout different historical
periods. Foucault’s genealogical approach, with its emphasis on the relationship between power, knowledge, discourse, and space,
provides a suitable framework for examining these processes. However, historical studies of urban planning in Iran have largely
adopted descriptive and morphological approaches, paying limited attention to the discursive mechanisms of knowledge production
and power relations. This indicates a theoretical and methodological gap in developing a coherent framework for the genealogy of
urban planning discourse in Iran.

This study aims to genealogically reinterpret the discourse of urban planning in Iran by identifying its discursive ruptures,
continuities, and transformations, as well as the mechanisms of power and knowledge underlying its formation and persistence.

6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students

Educational Background:

B.A in Urban Planning, University of Urmia
M.A in Urban Design, Imam Khomeini
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Historical-critical discourse analysis and Foucault’s genealogical approach are employed to examine the formation and N )
transformation of dominant concepts, values, and patterns in Iranian urban planning. The study further examines these findings in 4 N
relation to the principles and values of Iranian-Islamic culture. Ultimately, it seeks to explain the historical and discursive roots of Supervisor: Dr. Mohammad Taghi
contemporary urban planning challenges in Iran and provide a basis for rethinking dominant planning concepts and developing Pirbabaei
context-sensitive principles grounded in Iran’s historical and cultural context.
Advisor: Dr. Ahad Nejad Ebrahimi
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the Transformation of the spatial Organisation of Neighborhood in Tabriz City

Urban neighborhoods are critical sites where political, economic, institutional, and social forces intersect, making their spatial
transformation fundamentally a question of power and the production of space. Spatial change, therefore, extends beyond physical
restructuring to encompass shifts in the social, economic, and functional organization of neighborhoods, shaped by unequal access
to resources, decision-making, and spatial control. Over recent decades, Tabriz has undergone substantial neighborhood-scale
transformations, including urban renewal and regeneration, large-scale development projects, land-use change, changing land
values, and the expansion of new and peripheral settlements. These processes have reconfigured neighborhood structures and, in
some cases, contributed to spatial fragmentation, weakened social cohesion, and intensified spatial inequalities. Although extensive
research has examined urban transformation in Tabriz, the relational dynamics among influential actors and the mechanisms
through which power is mobilized and translated into spatial outcomes remain insufficiently understood.

This study aims to explain power relations and the role of influential actors in the transformation of the spatial organization of

6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students
Explaining Power Relations and the Role of Influential actors in in
Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism

e N\
Name: Samineh Alizadeh Ashrafi

neighborhoods in Tabriz. It examines three interrelated dimensions: the identification of key actors, their relative power and Educational Background:
influence in urban decision-making and project implementation, and the economic, political, legal, and symbolic resources and :i,:,m:(" h:zf,:"[:;::? | feeerin. Tt
strategies through which they exercise power. Drawing on an integrated theoretical framework of the production of space, power, MS. in Urban Design & Planning, Eindhoven
and urban political economy, the study conceptualizes neighborhood transformation as a contested spatial process produced University of Technology

through interactions, alliances, and conflicts among actors. It seeks to explain how power relations and actor resources are N~ <
translated into planning decisions, urban interventions, and differentiated spatial outcomes. The study is expected to provide a 4 Supervisor: N
relational account of actor structures and power mechanisms underlying neighborhood transformation and contribute to a more Dr. Leila Medghalchi
context-sensitive understanding of spatial change and urban inequality in Tabriz. Dr. Javad Imani Shamloo

Advisor: Dr. Fatemeh Golabi

/

: (" Research Experience: h
. . . . . . . I research articles
Power Relations, Influential Actors, Neighborhood Transformation, Spatial Organization, 9 Conference Article
Urban Political Economy, Tabriz 3 Research Projects
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Explaining Behavioral Patterns in Iranian-Islamic Urban Spaces Based on the
Integration of Space Syntax and Critical Discourse Theory (Case Studies: Tabriz and Yazd)

Behavioral and movement patterns of users in Iranian-Islamic urban spaces, particularly historical fabrics, frequently
diverge from the predictions of Space Syntax mathematical models; spaces bearing identity-religious significance sustain
dense and stable social interactions despite low configurational integration, revealing the inadequacy of purely positivist
approaches in explaining the role of identity-religious discourses on user behavior. The present study aimed to measure
the extent to which everyday and ritual behavioral patterns deviate from configurational predictions and to explain this
deviation through the three discursive logics of difference, equivalence, and the fantasmatic. This applied-developmental
research adopted an abductive reasoning strategy within an explanatory sequential mixed-methods design: configurational
indicators (integration, choice, and control) of four public spaces in Tabriz (Tarbiat and Shahriar pedestrian zones) and
Yazd (Masjed-e Jameh Street and the Safa'ieh street network) were first extracted using DepthmapX software, followed
by structured behavioral observation in everyday and ritual conditions, 40 to 50 in-depth semi-structured interviews with
residents, shopkeepers, and urban managers, and critical discourse analysis based on Laclau and Mouffe's theory. Data
were integrated through Pearson correlation, geographically weighted regression, and thematic analysis. The findings
indicate that behavioral patterns in the ritual condition deviate significantly from configurational predictions, and the
decline in the coefficient of determination of configurational models in this condition serves as a quantitative index of
discursive intervention. The key contribution of the study is the first operational protocol for translating critical discourse
concepts into measurable spatial variables—a bridge across positivist and critical streams of urban studies and a
foundation for culture-responsive urban planning, environmental stress reduction, and enhanced social vitality in
historical fabrics.

in

Urbanism
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a I
Name:Alireza Dehghany Ashkezari

Educational Background:
B.A in Architectural Engineering, Islamic Azad
University, Taft

M.A in Urban Design, Islamic Azad University,
Science and Research Branch

o _/
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Supervisor: DR. Mohammad Taghi
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Advisor: -
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Explaining a Valuation Model for Historic, Cultural, and Religious Buildings in
Sustainable Tourism Development: Rethinking David Throsby's Cultural Capital Model through Allameh . . ]
Tabataba'i's Theory of Credit Perceptions (Case Study: The Tabriz Historic Bazaar) Islamic Architecture and Islamic

Urbanism
Abstraet

Cultural heritage constitutes a repository of collective memory and identity; nevertheless, Iran's historic, cultural, and
religious buildings confront the gradual erosion of their intangible values amid mass tourism, chiefly because prevailing
valuation frameworks, including David Throsby's cultural capital model, leave the inner mechanism of value formation
unexplained and remain distant from the Iranian cultural worldview. This study aimed to elaborate an indigenous model

in

for valuing historic, cultural, and religious buildings within sustainable tourism development, grounded in a critical
rethinking of Throsby's cultural capital model through Allameh Tabataba'i's theory of credit perceptions (I'tibariyat). The
research employed a qualitative design based on critical realism, taking the form of a single-case study of the Tabriz | |
Historic Bazaar—the world's largest covered market and an instance of living heritage—with multiple embedded units of Entry Year: 2023
analysis. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with experts and living bearers of heritage, participatory | | ---------------------------
observation, and documentary analysis, and were analyzed using reflexive thematic analysis and retroduction. Findings Edueational Background:
revealed that the critical integration of the two theories yields a three-layer "cultural-credit capital" model, in which innate liL:dl[lYlnn\:illlll\(Ll:lu.::;:hf;bm“rmb Islamie
human needs form the core, credit perceptions the middle layer, and the physical fabric the outer layer of value, while the MA in Urban Design. Tabriz Islamic Art
distinction between fixed and variable credit perceptions underpins differentiated conservation strategies. Functioning | ( " )
diagnostically, the model assesses heritage status across four conditions—healthy, at risk, critical, and museumified—and e ~
offers an operational framework for value-based conservation and the sustainable management of tourism in Iran's Supervisor: DR. Mohammad Taghi
historic contexts. Birhabaei
Adyisor: -
o _/
. ~
Research Experience:
cultural heritage valuation; cultural capital; credit perceptions (I'tibariyat); sustainable tourism gz::;ﬂi”\':::k
development g 1 research pr;)jecls )
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Explaining the Role of Cultural Landscape in Strengthening Place Identity
and Social Resilience in the City of Tabriz, A case study of DavahChi neighborhood

Historic cities are not merely collections of physical and structural elements; rather, they represent the outcome of a
continuous historical interaction among people, place, culture, collective memory, and patterns of social life. In this
context, the concept of "cultural landscape" serves as a fundamental approach to understanding the visible and hidden
layers of historic cities . A cultural landscape represents a living relationship between people and place—one that has (" Name: Seyede Marziye
evolved over time and is continuously reproduced through meaningful spaces, rituals, narratives, symbols, collective Seyedzade
memory, and social interactions. e
. As one of Iran’s oldest cities, Tabriz possesses multiple layers of cultural landscape. Within this context, the Shotorban Entry Year: 2024
neighborhood holds special significance due to its historical background, distinctive social structure, the presence of
religious and social institutions, communal rituals, and the shared memories of its residents. This neighborhood
possesses not only physical and historical value but also embodies intangible elements—such as religious associations

in
Islamic Architecture and Islamic
Urbanism

Educational Background:
B.A in Architectural Engineering, Tehran Art

(*hey'at*s), *tekyeh*s, religious rituals, neighborly ties, and local narratives—that have played a pivotal role in shaping ;Ln:"eriily'h . .
. . . LA in Architectural Engineering, Tabriz
its sense of place and social cohesion Slamic A:l U:icv:r:“y peene
Accordingly, the present study seeks to elucidate the role of the cultural landscape in strengthening place identity and > <
social resilience in the Shotorban nelghbgrhood (_)f Tgbrlz, and to demonstrate how the layers of this neighborhood can SR e T
serve as an asset for regeneration and social sustainability. Pirbabaei
Adyisor: -
- /

P N
Research Experience:
c g . . [ . . . I research articles
Cultural landscape, spatial identity, social resilience, Tabriz, Doh Chi neighborhood »
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Explaining the Role of Harim in the Mass and N
Space Pattern: The neighborhoods of an Iranian-Islamic City Islamie Architecture and Islamie Urbanism

Abstract

In the Islamic-Iranian city, privacy is not merely a physical attribute or a matter of separating private space from the public realm; rather, it is tied to human dignity,
the possibility of solitude, family peace, and the regulation of neighborly relations. As the smallest unit of habitation within the neighborhood, the home contributes
to safeguarding privacy through its spatial organization, access arrangements, and openings. Nevertheless, changes in habitation patterns and increasing building
density may alter the relationship between built mass and open space, as well as the potential for visual exposure between residential units. Studies of high-density
urban environments have likewise emphasized the importance of cultural factors, spatial configuration, and the location of openings when assessing this issue. In
this context, overlooking—as a tangible manifestation of privacy intrusion—provides a basis for examining the relationship between the neighborhood’s physical
organization and inhabitants’ lived experiences.

The central research question is how privacy is manifested in the configuration of built-mass and open-space patterns in Islamic-Iranian urban neighborhoods, with
particular emphasis on overlooking. The study aims to explain the physical and semantic mechanisms through which privacy is manifested, investigate the physical
mechanisms governing the relationship between built mass and open space in Islamic-Iranian neighborhoods in light of privacy-regulating principles, and identify
and analyze the semantic dimensions and lived experiences of privacy in contemporary neighborhoods.

The study adopts a qualitative, phenomenological approach and employs a comparative strategy to examine selected neighborhood cases. Quantitative analysis of Entry Year: 2024
physical characteristics plays a complementary role in describing and comparing built-mass and open-space patterns. Accordingly, rather than statistically testing
causal relationships, the study focuses on understanding the meaning of privacy in residents’ experiences and explaining its relationship to spatial characteristics. | | =-----ccocmommmmmm .
Qualitative data will be collected through in-depth, semi-structured interviews with residents and neighborhood stakeholders, field observations, and personal
narratives. The study will also examine urban and architectural documents and plans to establish the physical context and identify relevant regulations. Cases will Educational Background:

be selected to reflect meaningful variations in urban fabric, density, and building arrangement, thereby enabling comparisons of privacy experiences across different ?;‘i;:r"s“"f"“" LD L S
spatial conditions. The physical analysis will identify and compare indicators such as floor-area ratio, site coverage, building height and spacing, the orientation and WA. in Urban Desin, Tabriz Islamic Arts
location of openings, viewsheds, and the sequence of public, semi-public, and private spaces. Residents’ perceptions of privacy will be assessed separately to University

distinguish geometric exposure from subjective experience. \
Documents will be examined using content analysis, while interview and observational data will be analyzed phenomenologically through axial coding. Initial Ve
themes will address overlooking, visual privacy, spatial security and comfort, access, and respect for private boundaries. The relationships between these themes
and the physical characteristics of the selected cases will then be interpreted comparatively. Islamic jurisprudential and ethical principles concerning privacy will Supervisor: Dr. Asghar Molaei
provide a framework for interpreting the findings rather than serving as a substitute for empirical evidence. The credibility of the findings will be strengthened
through the triangulation of sources and methods, the comparison of participants’ accounts with observations and physical documents, and a review of the Advisor: Dr. Masoumeh Ayashm
analytical process. The study is expected to explain how the spatial organization of built mass and open space shapes experiences of privacy and overlooking in the
selected neighborhoods. \ J

p N
Research Experience:
Harim, Mass and space (pattern), Overlooking (Loss of privacy), Urban fabric, Islamic-Iranian ;E;:i:‘rg;“\';::m
city, Islamic-Iranian neighborhood 2 Research Proposals
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Urban Competltlveness Islamic Architecture and Islamie Urbanism @
Abstract

In recent decades, urban competitiveness has evolved from a predominantly economic concept into a multidimensional and interdisciplinary concept that, in addition
to productivity, economic growth, and investment attraction, encompasses dimensions such as cultural identity, social capital, quality of life, governance, innovation,
and sustainability. In this context, the indigenous and context-specific capacities of cities can serve as valuable resources for creating distinctiveness, developing
sustainable competitive advantages, and strengthening a city’s position within the urban competition system. Local and indigenous festivals, as tangible and living
manifestations of cultural heritage and social capital, possess considerable potential to reinforce place identity, enhance the city’s perceived image, promote tourism
development, stimulate the local economy, and foster social participation. Despite these potentials, local festivals in Iran are often organized as sporadic and short-term
events without systematic integration into urban development policies, strategic planning, place branding strategies, and broader economic and social requirements. Ve ~
Consequently, their position as a distinct and strategically relevant component of urban competitiveness has yet to be comprehensively conceptualized and
contextually articulated within the Iranian urban context.The present study aims to conceptualize and re-examine the role of local and indigenous festivals in Name: PARSA ZAMANI
enhancing urban competitiveness in Iranian cities. It seeks to identify the mechanisms through which such festivals contribute to urban competitiveness, examine their
influential characteristics, investigate policy and managerial barriers, and explore their existing capacities for transformation into sustainable competitive advantages.
Accordingly, the study focuses on the economic, tourism, identity-cultural, social, managerial, and urban branding dimensions associated with local festivals. The Entry Year: 2024
theoretical framework of the research is grounded in the integration of three complementary approaches: identity-based competitiveness, contextualism, and
urban/place branding.Methodologically, the study is applied in terms of its purpose and employs a descriptive-analytical research design based on a mixed-methods
quantitative—qualitative approach and a comparative research strategy. The study population comprises urban managers and planners, experts in the fields of culture
and tourism, citizens, and participants in local festivals in selected Iranian cities. Data will be collected through documentary and library research, a researcher-

Educational Background:
B.A in URBAN Engineering, University OF KURDISTAN

developed questionnaire, semi-structured interviews, and field observations. In the quantitative phase, statistical analyses, correlation analysis, multiple regression MA in URBAN DESIGN Engineering, University
analysis, and the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) will be employed, while qualitative data will be examined through content analysis. Furthermore, a comparative Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism
analysis of selected festivals in cities such as Kashan, Saveh, Yasuj, and Torbat-e Heydarieh will facilitate the identification of common and divergent patterns in the \ /
ways local festivals contribute to urban competitiveness.The study is expected to elucidate the relationship between the cultural and context-specific capacities of local 4 N
festivals and the dimensions of urban competitiveness and to develop a comprehensive, context-sensitive framework for the planning, management, and evaluation of Supervisor: DR. MOLAEI

local festivals as instruments for enhancing urban competitiveness. In this regard, the research may contribute to the theoretical development of identity-based and
context-oriented approaches to urban competitiveness while providing a basis for urban policymaking and planning aimed at strategically leveraging local festivals to
strengthen urban identity and place brand, promote tourism development, stimulate local economic dynamism, and enhance social capital.

Advisor: -

. /

P N
Research Experience:
4 research articles
Indigenous Festivals; Urban Competitiveness; Contextualism; Urban Branding; Urban Tourism. LTG0 T )
1 Translated and Expanded Book
\ )
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Metropolis; A Case Study of Sahand New Town Islamic Architecture and Islamie Urbanism

New towns, as part of urban and regional planning policies, face challenges that extend beyond physical development and infrastructure
provision to include the formation and strengthening of social structures and residents’ adaptive capacities. In this context, social
resilience, understood as the capacity of individuals, households, and social networks to cope with change, adapt to evolving conditions,
mobilize available resources, and maintain or reorganize social functions, is of particular importance. Given the dynamic nature of
social, economic, spatial, and institutional transformations, the future of social resilience cannot be regarded merely as a linear
continuation of the present. Therefore, identifying alternative pathways of change and examining their potential implications can provide
a basis for forward-looking urban planning and policymaking. This research aims to establish a basis for strengthening social resilience
in Sahand New Town by examining its current conditions, identifying key drivers and critical uncertainties, exploring alternative futures,
and developing strategies suited to different future conditions. Considering the significance of residential settlement and social
adaptation, the study will focus on newly arrived households in Sahand New Town. During this stage, neighborhood relations, support
networks, trust, participation, and place attachment may still be developing, potentially influencing the evolution of households’ social

. . e . . . 6'" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students
Foresight of Social Resilience in New Towns Surrounding Tabriz in @

a Y
Name: Niloofar Soltanvash

Educational Background:
B.Sc.: Urban Planning Engineering, Tabriz

capacities. In terms of purpose, the research is both basic and applied, with a predominantly exploratory and foresight-oriented approach, Islamic Art University
and will be conducted as a case study. The research process will involve reviewing the theoretical foundations and relevant documents, M.Sc.: Urban Design. Tabriz Islamic Art University
examining the components and current conditions of social resilience, identifying factors influencing its future development, analyzing Ph.J. Ilamic Urban Planning, Tabriz Islamic Art
. .. .. . . . . . . . Universi

key drivers and critical uncertainties, exploring and interpreting alternative futures, and ultimately formulating proposed strategies and 9 )
policies. Data will be collected through documentary research, field observation, and semi-structured interviews, supplemented by ~ ~
additional tools where necessary. Analytical methods and foresight techniques will be selected and refined in accordance with the nature
of the data and the requirements of each research stage. By integrating the fields of new town studies, social resilience, and futures Supervisor: Dr. Azita Balali Eskouei
studies, the research is expected to provide an analytical framework for understanding alternative pathways in the development of social
resilience and formulating context-sensitive strategies for different future conditions in Sahand New Town. Advisor: -

o _/

~

(" Research Experience:
. . . .y . 2 Research Articles
Foresight, Alternative Futures, Social Resilience, New Towns, Sahand New Town, Tabriz 8 Gonference Papers
Metropolis, Key Drivers, Critical Uncertainties 1 Book Authorsip and Transation
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o .. . . 6'" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students
Identifying and Explaining Hidden Patterns of Inequality in
in Social Well-Being across Selected Neighborhoods of Tabriz, Iran Islamie Architecture and Islamie Urbanism

Citizens’ social well-being is not determined solely by individual characteristics; the neighborhood and environmental
conditions in which people live can also play an important role in shaping it. Differences in access to urban services and
amenities, the quality of public spaces, socioeconomic conditions, safety, trust, and opportunities for participation can
create markedly different circumstances for residents across neighborhoods. However, much of the existing research on
urban inequalities has focused primarily on physical disparities, the spatial distribution of services, or observable
relationships among variables, while the more complex mechanisms underlying inequalities in social well-being have -~ ~
received comparatively less attention. This study therefore aims to identify hidden patterns of inequality in social well- Name: Haniyeh Seyvani Amirkhiz
being across selected neighborhoods of the Tabriz metropolitan area and to explain the factors and mechanisms | | ___________________________
contributing to their formation. Social well-being is examined based on Keyes’s framework and its five dimensions: social
integration, social acceptance, social contribution, social actualization, and social coherence.

The study adopts an explanatory sequential mixed-methods design within a critical realist framework. In the first phase,

quantitative data will be analyzed using statistical methods and machine-learning techniques to identify distinct profiles, Educational Background:
nonlinear relationships, and less readily observable patterns of inequality in social well-being. Finally, the findings from B.A in Architectural Engineering, TIAU
the quantitative and qualitative phases will be interpreted together, allowing the analysis to move beyond merely M.Ain Architectural Engineering, SBU
describing differences between neighborhoods toward a clearer explanation of how inequalities in social well-being are ~ ~

a I

produced and reproduced within the neighborhoods of Tabriz. The findings are expected to contribute to the identification
Superyvisor: Dr. Javad Imani Shamloo

of more vulnerable groups and conditions, as well as to the prioritization of interventions at the neighborhood level. They
may also provide an evidence base for neighborhood-oriented planning, improvements in the quality of public spaces,
reductions in inequalities in access to urban opportunities, and the promotion of spatial justice across the Tabriz g Y,
metropolitan area. -~ ~

Research Experience:
. . . . . . 5 Research Article
Social Health, Health Inequality, Urban Neighborhoods, Spatial Accessibility, Urban Public 5 Conlerence Article
Spaces, Machine Learning, Tabriz \\l Research project J

Advisor: -
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6" Scientific-Specialized Meeting of Ph.D. Students

Redefining Climate Governance in Smart Cities Based on
Motivation Models Driven by Gamification (case study: Tabriz)

in

Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism

Abstract

Climate change is challenging urban livability and the effectiveness of conventional urban governance by intensifying hazards such as urban heat islands, flash
floods, air pollution, and water scarcity. Responding effectively to these threats requires not only technological capacity but also sustained citizen participation and
changes in everyday climate-related behaviors. Although smart-city infrastructure—including sensors, mobile applications, and data-driven systems—enables
information to be collected and shared, a focus solely on monitoring and optimizing physical infrastructure cannot, by itself, ensure lasting and voluntary citizen
engagement. Gamification, through mechanisms such as feedback, points, challenges, and rewards, may offer a means of strengthening motivation and participation
in climate action. However, its systematic integration with climate governance and smart-city development, particularly in the context of Iranian cities, requires
further conceptualization and investigation.

This study addresses the central question of how climate governance in smart cities can be redefined through a gamification-based motivational model in order to
foster sustained citizen participation and climate-related behavioral change. Its primary aim is to identify the model's components, develop and validate a conceptual Name: Samira Nakhjavani
framework, and formulate an operational approach for implementation in Tabriz. The proposed model examines six interrelated dimensions: digital technologies,
gamification mechanisms, intrinsic and extrinsic motivation, citizen participation, climate governance, and climate resilience. Gamification-based citizen participation
is treated as the central category and as a potential mediating mechanism linking technological and motivational capacities to climate-governance outcomes. Entry Year: 2024
The research adopts a pragmatic, exploratory sequential mixed-methods design and is conducted in three phases. In the first phase, qualitative content analysis
informed by systematic grounded theory is used to identify concepts and categories. Data are drawn from selected articles published in Persian and English,
documents related to urban planning and management in Tabriz, and semi-structured interviews with 10—12 experts and senior urban managers. Open, axial, and Educational Background:
selective coding are carried out using MAXQDA. The resulting findings are reviewed by experts to support their credibility. On this basis, an initial conceptual model B.A in urba engineering, Urmia University
and a purpose-built questionnaire are prepared. M.A in Urban Design, Seraj Universily

The second phase employs a quantitative survey to examine relationships among the model's components and to assess the model's validity. The questionnaire's
content validity is evaluated by experts, and its reliability is assessed through a pilot test. Data are analyzed using partial least squares structural equation modeling \
(PLS-SEM) in SmartPLS. The analysis evaluates the measurement and structural models and tests direct and indirect relationships, including the mediating role of Ve
citizen participation. . .
In the third phase, qualitative and quantitative findings are integrated through triangulation, identifying areas of convergence and divergence. The model is then Supervisor: Dr. Aida Maleki
refined, and an operational framework suited to Tabriz's context and capacities is developed. The study is expected to provide a testable framework for integrating
smart technologies, motivational mechanisms, and citizen participation into climate governance. Whether this framework effectively changes behavior or enhances Advisor: -
urban resilience will require assessment through its implementation and empirical evaluation.
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Research Experience:
3 Research Article
Climate Governance, Smart City, Gamification, Motivation Model. 5 Conference Article
9 I translated book )
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m Explaining the theoretical model of Iranian-Islamic urbanism 07 Scientilic SPGC'ahzed_Meelm” of P Students
. . . . m
with Mardomvari approach (case study: Tabriz city) Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism @ =
Abstract

Iranian-Islamic cities were historically a deliberate expression of meaning, function, and value. The bazaar, mosque, and
neighborhood formed an integrated system meeting residents' material, psychological, and spiritual needs, and their

physical elements translated an ethical-legal order rooted in the principle of no-harm (1a zarar), the right of window ( b
openings (haqg-i riizan), and neighborly rights. Rapid urbanization, imported car-oriented models, and top-down sl el
management disrupted this system, producing informal settlements, declining public spaces, and weakened neighborhood | | ~=------=7--=7--mmmmmooo-
belonging. The global "humanizing cities" discourse, grounded in Western individualistic frameworks, treats the religious- Entry Year: 2024
cultural context as a constraint rather than a source of theoretical capacity. || .
This study revisits Mardomvari (people-centeredness), one of Pirnia's five principles of Iranian architecture. The concept Edueational Background:
has a physical-functional layer concerning the proportion of space to human dimensions, and a more fundamental ethical- m;v”is';w Urbanism, - Tabriz Islamic  Art
legal layer conceiving the city as a setting for human dignity, distributive justice, and active coexistence. Ethics here WA. in Urban Design, Tabriz Islamic Art
means "structural-institutional ethics": requirements and mechanisms derived from Islamic foundations and embedded in ( niversity Y
budgeting, service distribution, and plan monitoring. It links the city's "Islamic-ness" with the measurable concept of Supervisor ~
Mardomvari. Dr. Asghar Molaei
Dr. Parisa Hashempour
Adyisor: -
/
p N
Research Experience:
Iranian-Islamic urbanism, Iranian-Islamic cities, Mardomvari, theoretical model, structural- :23;::;5:;'::3%
institutional ethics I Translated book )
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with Mardomvari approach (case study: Tabriz city) Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism @ =
Abstract

The research problem lies at the intersection of three gaps: Mardomvari remains a descriptive architectural principle
rather than a theoretical construct at the urban macro-scale (scale-conceptual gap); ethics in Islamic urbanism lacks spatial
translation and institutionalization mechanisms (executive-institutional gap); and imported models have eroded physical- s D
social identity and social capital (identity gap).

The main objective is to explain the theoretical model of Islamic urbanism with a Mardomvari approach, with structural-
institutional ethics as its regulating axis. The model operates at three levels: physical-functional, normative-ethical, and
institutional-participatory.

The research is applied-developmental, grounded in critical realism with an "Islamic" qualifier, and uses a mixed-methods

Name: Pariya Nomani

exploratory sequential design (QUAL — QUAN — Quan). Dimensions and components are extracted through Eﬂ'_‘czlﬁ"lf:l?:“]ii?:l‘%;ﬁndl;amic .
documentary study and interviews with 15-25 experts, then validated through fuzzy Delphi. Interpretive structural University
modeling (ISM) builds a preliminary model, which is tested in a Tabriz neighborhood using questionnaires, field :"‘]‘?",eir';“:jrba" Design, Tabris Tslausic Art
observation, and document review, with CFA and PLS-SEM. The model is then revised based on field feedback. : <
The dissertation elevates Mardomvari into an independent theoretical model with measurable indicators, positioning 4 Supervisor: b
public participation as the link between physical form and ethics-based governance. Dr. Asghar Molaei

Dr. Parisa Hashempour

Adyisor: -

/
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Research Experience:
. . . . . .. . . 4 Research Arlicles
Iranian-Islamic urbanism, Iranian-Islamic cities, Mardomvari, theoretical model, structural- 3 Comference Articles
institutional ethics 1 Translated book
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< Introduction %

Architecture and urbanism in the Islamic civilization embody a profound connection between meaning and matter, and between
human beings and their environment. Throughout centuries, this bond has provided a foundation in which space is not merely a
physical container, but a bearer of values, identities, and transcendent worldviews. In thistradition, elements such as geometry,
proportion, light, and water, alongside concepts like monotheism, balance, and privacy, have played a role in expressing a spiritual
view of existence and in organizing individual and social life. Therefore, space is a realm for spiritual elevation, the realization of
social justice, and the balance between material needs and higher human values. The Muslim architect and urban planner, before
engaging with form and function, must first deal with meaning, ethics, and epistemology.

However, architecture and urbanism in today’s Islamic cities face fundamental challenges such as globalization, identity crisis,
environmental unsustainability, and social divides. Moving away from the authentic principles and values of Islam in the design
process has turned many spaces into lifeless built environments, devoid of identity, and has weakened the connection between
human beings, nature, and collective memory. In such circumstances, a critical and systematic reexamination of the theoretical
and practical heritage of Islamic architecture and urbanism is essential—not for the mere reproduction of historical models,
but for the recognition of core principles such as monotheism, balance, privacy, justice, and harmony with nature, and for utilizing
them to address the needs of the contemporary world.

The booklet in your hands contains the abstracts of doctoral dissertations by students in the fields of Islamic architecture and
Islamic urbanism, prepared in both Persian and English. This collection reflects the theoretical and practical concerns of a new
generation of researchers, ranging from philosophical and epistemological foundations to spatial-physical analyses of historical
contexts, the study of traditional construction systems and indigenous techniques, and the presentation of innovative design
and planning models based on Islamic principles. The diversity of topics and methodological approaches in these dissertations
demonstrates the wide scope and depth of research in this field.

The Sixth Specialized Scientific Conference for PhD Students in Islamic Architecture and Islamic Urbanism aims to provide a
platform for the exchange of ideas, critical review, and discussion of research findings, and to facilitate scientific collaboration
among students, faculty members, and researchers. Undoubtedly, constructive dialogue and fair critique in such forums can
significantly deepen these studies and enhance their application in the fields of policy-making, planning, and design.

Finally, we sincerely appreciate all the students, supervisors, academic advisors, and those involved in organizing this conference.
We hope that this collection, however small, will be a step toward the advancement of Islamic architecture and urbanism,
and the training of future generations of researchers in this field. May the present efforts lay the foundation for the emergence of
buildings, spaces, and cities that, in both form and spirit, reflect the lofty teachings of Islam and meet the needs of contemporary
humanity.

Dr. Nahideh Rezaei Dr. Masoumeh Ayashm
Scientific-Executive Secretary of the Architecture Group Scientific-Executive Secretary of the Urban Planning Group
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